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                                                                                                                                                              Editor:  Maddie McNeal  

 

STATE PRESIDENT  
EDWARD MOTTOLA, JRôs MESSAGE 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
  
LΩƳ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ 
and all have missed our 
main line of 
communications, ά¢ƘŜ 
CƭƻǊƛŘƛŀƴέΦ   hǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀƛǘ 
has come to an end thanks 
to Sister Maddie McNeal 

ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ 
CƭƻǊƛŘƛŀƴέΦ  bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ 
this administration has been mostly dedicated to 
putting humpty dumpty back together again and 
from this momeƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ !ǾŀƴǘƛΦ 

We are blessed with a hard working dedicated 
staff of line officers, trustees and committee 
chairpersons.  They have joined together as one to 
bring our Grand Lodge of Florida back on line.  Our 
two past Grand Lodge meetings held in Key West 
and Altamonte Springs have been well attended 
and resulted with much progress. 

We are working closely with lodges that have 
buildings, LaNuova Sicilia, Mike Accardi and Port 
St. Lucie, all of who have offered their lodges to 
host our Saturday night dinners.  Our charity 
donations have been most positive.  We will be 
offering 15 scholarships again this year and will be 
including students who took Italian language 

classes while in high school.  We will be going one-
on-one with our lodges that have come on hard 
times in keeping membership up to par.  Along 
these lines, our order welcomes a new lodge into 
our family, the Palm Coast Sons and Daughters 
Lodge #2858. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
membership for allowing me the opportunity to 
serve our beloved order as your president.  I am 
deeply honored to assume this position, and I, 
along with our board of officers vow to dedicate 
our time and energies to move our Grand Lodge of 
Florida in a positive direction.  Members speak.  
Officers implement.  Let us come together as one 
and make our Grand Lodge second to none in or 
OSIA family.  Nothing less will do. 

Sempre Avanti 
Edward Mottola, Jr. State 
President
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Sons of Italy News Bureau  
219 E St., NE * Wa shington, DC 20002  

(202)547 -2900  * (202)546 -8168 -Fax  

www.osia.org  

 

NEWS 
For Immediate Release  
 

SONS OF ITALY TO CELEBRATE  

ñOSIA NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITIONò 
ON JUNE 19, 2010  

 
Washington, D.C. ï March 12, 2010  The 

Order Sons of Italy in America (OSIA), the largest 
and oldest organization representing Italian 

American men and women, will celebrate its 105 th  

Anniver sary  by holing the OSIA National Day 
of Recognition on June 19, 2010 . 

 
ñThe Day of Recognition,ò noted its principal 

sponsor, National 3rd Vice President Daniel J. 

Longo  of Maryland, ñwill be an opportunity for all 
Grand and Subordinate Lodges across the country 

to commemorate the founding of OSIA and 
celebrate its continued successò.  The organization 

was founded in 1905 by Vincenzo Sellaro, M.D . 

and five other Italian immigrants in the Little Italy 
neighborhood of New York City. 

 

Dr. Sellaro and the co-founders of ñFigli dôItaliaò 

(later translated into English as ñOrder Sons of 

Italy In Americaò) envisioned the organization as a 
support system for all Italian immigrants that  

would assist them with assimilation into American 
society.  In its early years, OSIA established free 

schools to teach immigrants English and centers to 
help them become U.S. citizens.  The first OSIA 

lodges formed orphanages and homes for the 

elderly, life insurance and mortuary funds, credit 
unions, welfare societies and scholarship funds to 

aid members in need.  In 1959, OSIA established 
its philanthropic arm, The Sons of Italy Foundation 

(SIF) which has given more than $109 million to 

numerous charitable, educational and cultural 
efforts to date.  

Today, OSIA has more than 500,000 family 

members and supporters and a network of more 
than 650 chapters coast to coast.  OSIA continues 

to exemplify the goals of its founders, wor king at  

 

 

the community, national and international levels to 

promote the heritage and culture of an estimated 
26 million Italian Americans. 

In celebration of Dr. Sellaroôs vision and the 

ongoing efforts of all OSIA members, the National 
Day of Recognition will enable each Grand and 

Subordinate Lodge to honor and promote the 
organization.  All lodges are encouraged to begin 

spreading the word about OSIA and its National 

Day of Recognition, to organize their own 
celebrations and to seek out local officials for 

public proclamations. 

For more information about the National Day of 
Recognition and for what your lodge can do, 

contact the OSIA National Office (202-547-2900; 
nationaloffice@osia.org).  To learn more about  the 

Sons of Italy in America, visit www.osia.org.  

 

 

NATIONAL COOKBOOK  

As I reported to all present at our Grand Lodge 
Meetings held in Altamonte Springs in January, a 

NATIONAL COOKBOOK  was approved at our 
National Convention held in August 2009.  I have 

recipe forms for anyone wishing to submit a 

recipe.  Please contact me and I will mail you the 
form.  Forms will also be available at our Grand 

Lodge Meetings to be held in Tampa, April 16/18th.  
Cut -off date for submiss ion of a recipe is 

May 1, 2010.  

Please feel free to contact me with any inquiry.  

Eva Mottola 
State National Cookbook Chair 

561-479-2096 

E-mail: NANA3028@aol.com  
 

 

http://www.osia.org/
mailto:nationaloffice@osia.org
http://www.osia.org/
mailto:NANA3028@aol.com


THE FLORIDIAN/April 2010     3 | P a g e 
 

SUPREME LODGE 

APPOINTMENTS  

 National 1st Vice President and National 

Membership Chairman Anthony Baratta, have 

appointed Brother Dennis Piasio a member of the 
National Membership Commission, Southern 

Division.   National President Joseph DiTrapani has 

appointed Brother Mark DeNunzio as a member of 
the National By-Law and National Good and 

Welfare Committees.  Your State President has 
been appointed as a member of the 2011 National 

Convention Committee which will take place in 

Orlando in August 2011. 
 

 

NATIONAL  PLENARY  
SESSION 

  

I, accompanied by National Trustee Salvatore    

DôAlessandro, attended the National Plenary 
Session in Charleston, South Carolina, February 25, 

26 and 27th.  In attendance were a total of 70 

delegates which included National Officers and 
Grand Lodge Presidents from throughout the 

United States.  The meetings were most productive 
and informative.  We received in-depth Supreme, 

Foundation and CPA Financial reports as well as 
reports on current and proposed new programs.  I 

will be issuing a full detailed report covering all 

subject matters at our Grand Lodge Meetings to be 
held in Tampa in April. 

I will be directing all filial Lodge Presidents and 

Region Trustees to have the information which they 
obtained at our meetings available to share with all 

filial lodge members.  We must keep our 
membership informed and up-to-date on all 

matters so there will be no gray areas.  It is 

incumbent that each lodge member must reach out 

to their respective presidents to become aware and 

informed as to the operations, programs and on -
going activities of their Grand Lodge and Supreme 

Lodge.  Our membership must become more 
informed as to the internal operations of our 

lodges, their Grand Lodge and our Supreme Lodge. 

 

 

GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA 
MISSION STATEMENT                                                       

 
The membership of the Grand Lodge of Florida, 
Americans of Italian heritage, are dedicated in 
promoting the Italian language, culture and 
traditions in honor of our ancestors who arrived 
on the shores of this great nation seeking a 
better way of life for their families.  They helped 
mold America to become the most powerful, 
caring, and giving nation our world has ever 
seen.  They used their hands, backs and brains 
and became doctors, governors, musicians, 
scientists, bankers, engineers, sport heroes, and 
the beat goes on.  We must and will follow in 
their footsteps to honor their great service to 
America.  Nothing less will do. 
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STATE OFFICERS 
2009 ï2011  

 

 
PRESIDENT:  Edward Mottola, Jrééééééééé 
18281 Fresh Lake Way, Boca Raton, FL  33498 

 
Tele:  561-479-2096   Fax:  561-883-0199 
E-mail:  Dook711@aol.com 

1st  VICE PRESIDENT:  Angela Harringtonééééé 
5438 NW 45th Way, Coconut Creek, FL  33073 

Tele:  954-360-0551   Fax:  9654-360-9580 
E-mail:  chan538@aol.com 

2nd  VICE PRESIDENT:  Robert DeGoriéééééé.. 
419 Rider Circle, Kissimmee, FL   34743 

Tele:  407-348-5458 
E-mail:  joco915@msn.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  Dennis Piasioéé. 
5187 Woodstone Circle East, Lake Worth, FL  33463 

Tele:  561-641-1643   Fax:  561-641-1890 
E-mail:  dpiasio@aol.com 

ORATOR:  Robert Berardiéééééééééééé. 

16012 Lanesboro Court, Clermont, FL  34711 

Tele:  407-654-8262   Cell:  321-230-3953 

Fax:   407-905-2655 
E-mail:  rberardi@cfl.rr.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  Bill Zuppaééééééé 
3 Calle Rio, Mary Esther, FL  32569 

Cell:  850-585-3166  Fax:  850-581-1934 
E-mail:  bill@billzuppa.com 

TREASURER:  Anthony Cianciottaéééééééé. 
100 Cypress Avenue, St. Cloud, FL   34769 

Tele:  407-892-4266 
E-mail:  tonycianci@embarqmail.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY:  Michelle Berardiééé. 
16012 Lanesboro Court, Clermont, FL  34711 

Tele:  407-654-8262   Cell:  321-230-3953 
Fax:   407-905-2655 
E-mail:  rberardi@cfl.rr.com 

CORRESPODING SECRETARY:  Tina Piasioéééé 
5187 Woodstone Circle East, Lake Worth, FL  33463 

Tele:  561-641-1643   Cell:  561-635-0432 
Fax:  561-641-1890 
E-mail:  dpiasio@aol.com 
 

 

STATE TRUSTEES 
 

 

REGION I  

 
Dr. Mark DeNunzio, 1201 Ariola Drive, Pensacola Beach, FL  32561  Cell: 850-221-8510 

REGION II  Carolyn Cianciotta, 100 Cypress Avenue, St. Cloud, FL  407-892-4266 

RETION III  Mildred Cooper, 912 Belted Kingfisher Drive S., Palm Harbor,  FL  34683  727-787-3344 

REGION IV   

REGION V  Bernard DiGiovanni, 702 SW Aruba Bay, Port St. Lucie, FL  34986  772-344-0134 

REGION VI  Sam Pittaro, 2886 Fernley Drive E. #80, West Palm Beach, FL  33415  561-968-4083 

REGION VII  Chuck Harrington, 5438 Northwest 45th Way, Coconut Creek, FL  33073  954-360-0551 

REGION VIII  Mike Carmolingo, 3126 Shallow Ford Street, Deltona, FL  32738  407-330-1811 
 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

 
Frank Castellano  

3108 West Nassau Street 
Tampa, FL 33607 

813-876-4946 
 

 
RoseMarie Boniello  

Emeritus  
1004 Golf Valley Drive 

Apopka, FL 32712 
407-814-1230 

 

 
Grace Campisi Maroccia  

3301 Corona Street 
Tampa, FL 33629 

813-839-3249 

 
Sal DôAlessandro 

3781 NW 35th Street 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

954-969-9064 

mailto:Dook711@aol.com
mailto:chan538@aol.com
mailto:joco915@msn.com
mailto:dpiasio@aol.com
mailto:rberardi@cfl.rr.com
mailto:bill@billzuppa.com
mailto:tonycianci@embarqmail.com
mailto:rberardi@cfl.rr.com
mailto:dpiasio@aol.com
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NATIONAL  

TRUSTEE:  Sal DôAlessandro 

DELEGATES: Edward Mottola, Jr., Chairman; Angela Harrington, Frank Giacalone, Dr. Mark DeNunzio 

 

ARBITRATION COMMISSIO N 
 

 
President/John Santospirito, John Esposito, Millie Gasperoni, Joseph Dente, Mike Rinaldi 

 

  

STANDING COMMITTEES  

Alzheimersééééééééééééééééééééééé Vincenza DiLiberti, H: 727-447-6890  

By-Laws & Resolutionséééééééééééééééé. Robert Berardi, H: 407-654-8262, C: 321-230-3953 

Calendar Chairmanéééééééééééééééééé. Bernard DiGiovanni, H: 772-344-0134 

Cancer Societyéééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeanette DôAlessandro, H: 954-969-9064 

Conventionéééééééééééééééééééééé.. Edward Mottola, Jr., H: 561-479-2096, F: 561-883-0199 

Cookbook Iéééééééééééééééééééééé. Vincenza DiLiberti, H: 727-447-6890 

Cookbook IIéééééééééééééééééééééé Angela Harrington, H: 954-360-0551 

Cooleyôs Anemiaééééééééééééééééééé.. Karen DiGiovanni, H: 772-344-0134 

CPAéééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Michael Pender, H: 941-366-2983 

Deputy Program ï East Coastéééééééééééé. Bernard DiGiovanni, H: 772-344-0134 

Deputy Program ï West Coastéééééééééééé TBD 

Educationééééééééééééééééééééééé. Edward Mottola, Jr., H: 561-479-2096,, F: 561-883-0199 

Floridian Editoréééééééééééééééééééé. Maddie McNeal, H: 850-609-6077, C: 850-259-0292 

Historianéééééééééééééééééééééééé Rose Marie Boniello, H: 407-814-1230, O: 954-771-2445 

ñItalian Americans of the 20th Centuryòééééééé. Eva Mottola, Jr., H: 561-479-2096, F: 561-883-0199 

Italian Culture & Studiesééééééééééééééé. Mildred Cooper, 727-787-3344 

Legal Counselééééééééééééééééééééé Kenneth Doerr, H: 941-366-0115 

Liability Insuranceéééééééééééééééééé.. Angela Harrington, H: 954-360-0551 

Meetingsééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Edward Mottola, Jr., H: 561 -479-2096 

Membership & New Lodge Retentionéééééééé.. Dennis Piasio, H: 561-641-1643, C: 561-635-0432 

Pins & Regaliaééééééééééééééééééééé Nate Rivaldo, H: 772-878-0135 

Presidentôs Cabinetéééééééééééééééééé. Rotating Chairmen 

Public Relationséééééééééééééééééééé. Edward Mottola, Jr., H: 561-479-2096,  F: 561-883-0199 

Scholarshipséééééééééééééééééééééé Eva Mottola, Jr., H: 561-479-2096, F: 561-883-0199 

Social Justice (CSJ)éééééééééééééééééé. John DiMola, H: 772-871-6480 

Ways & Meanséééééééééééééééééé....... Dennis Piasio, H: 561-641-1643, C: 561-635-0432 

Websiteéééééééééééééééééééééééé. Bill Zuppa, C: 850-585-3166, F: 850-581-1934 

World Trade Center (WTC) ééééééééééééé.. Sal  DôAlessandro, H: 954-969-9064 

                        WEBSITES:  National:  osia.org      Florida: www.osiaflorida.org  



THE FLORIDIAN/April 2010     6 | P a g e 
 

 

 

 

Founded June 22, 1905 

National Headquarters 

 

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA  
219 E Street N.E.  Washington D.C.  20002 

(202) 547-2900 * (202) 546-8168 (FAX) 

www.osia.org 

 

 

 

Memorandum  

 

TO:  OSIA Supreme Council 

  SIF Officers & Trustees 

  National Membership Committee 

  Grand Lodge Offices 

FROM: Anthony J.  Baratta National 1
st
 Vice President 

DATE: January 10, 2010 

RE:  National Membership Co-Chair Appointment 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ h{L!Ωǎ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ у-10 in Orlando, 

Florida past Florida State President Dennis Piasio was appointed National Co-Chairman 

ŦƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  h{L!Ωǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ м
st
 Vice President and National Membership 

Chairman appointed Dennis to his new role.  His loyalty and passion for recruiting new 

lodges plus his ability in retaining existing lodges has been exemplary.  Dennis has 

been a long time member of OSIA and has worked diligently towards philanthropic 

ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ   tƛŀǎƛƻΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ /ƻ-Chairman include 

increasing national membership while working with national committee members as 

well as coordinate with the five National Vice Presidents in forming new lodges.  The 

National Membership Committee is proud to have Dennis appointed and look forward 

to working with him in the future. 

Anthony J. Baratta 
National 1

st
 Vice President 

Order Sons of Italy in America        
 

 

 

http://www.osia.org/
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OUR NEXT GRAND COUNCIL MEETING  

JUNE 25,  26, 27,  2010  

EMBASSY SUITES, BOCA RATON  

661 NW 53 RD STREET, BOCA RATON, FLORIDA  

TELEPHONE: 1-800 -EMBASSY 

RATE: $95.00 NIGHT PLUS TAXES  

RATE GOOD 3 DAYS BEFORE &  AFTER MEETINGS 

CUT OFF DATE: MAY 25, 2010  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS:  FROM I -95 SOU THBOUND  

EXIT 48 WEST 1/4 MILE, TURN RIGHT  

NORTHBOUND  

EXIT AT 48B CROSS TRACKS, 1 ST RIGHT TURN  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

SATURDAY EVENING DINNER DANCE  

DONATION -------- $27.00 PER PERSON  

DRESS CODE: MEN -OPEN COLLARED SHIRT &TROUSERS  

LADIES:  CASUAL EVENING WEAR  

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~  

MENU 

CHICKEN FRANCESE, PASTA, COFFEE & DESSERT 

WINE, BEER & SODA  

DINNER RESERVATION CUT OFF DATE: JUNE 21, 2010  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA  AND MAIL TO: 

CAROLYN CIANCIOTTA   

100 CYP RESS AVE. ST. CLOUD, FL. 34769  

(PLEASE ADD $5.00 REGISTRATION FEE)  
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COMMITTEE       REPORTS

STATE SCHOLARSHIP  
COMMITTEE REPORT  

I am most happy to serve as the new State 
Scholarship Chairperson. 

Sister Josie Taylor, Past 
State Scholarship 

Chairperson did a 
wonderful job and I wi ll do 

my best to follow in her 

footsteps.  
 

I distributed copies of the State Scholarship 
Application at our January Quarterly Meetings, 

and asked all presidents or persons representing 

their Lodge to make copies and distribute them 
to the schools in their  area. They were also 

informed that copies of the State Scholarship 
Application can be found at www.osiafl.org, and 

that the cut -off date is March 30, 2010.  
 

Since the cutoff date is March 30, 2010, my 

Committee and I are unable to inform you of the 
winners of the scholarships until we review all 

applications in a fair and impartial manner. Our 
decisions will be rendered no later than the 

Grand Lodge Meetings in June, 2010.  

 
The funds for the Scholarships come from the 

sale of Cook Book I and the Niceville CD 
investments.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
  

Eva Mottola  
State Scholarship Chairperson  

 

 
 

ORATORôs REPORT 
                        Robert Berardi 

 
Brothers and Sisters, 

 
It has been an 

eventful nine 
months since I was 

elected as your 
Grand Lodge Orator. 

During that time Iôve 

answered many 

questions for local lodge presidents, orators, 
officers and members on a variety of topics. It 

has become readily obvious that there are a lot 
of questions, and quite a bit of confusion, when 

it comes to the understanding and application of 
our bylaws.  

 

As members and officers of this organization, we 
have a sworn obligation to abide by the laws of 

our order. We all took that oath when we 
became members. In order to abide by these 

laws, we must first understand them. Iôm not 

professing that we all become experts, being 
able to recite the bylaws verbatim.   However, 

every member should, at the very least, be 
aware of the bylaws and not be afraid to ask 

questions about them. It is your obligation and 
your right.  

 

With our recent elections now complete we may 
have many first time orators and presidents in 

our lodges. Regardless if you are newly elected 
or completing a second term, I challenge each 

of the local lodge presidents and orators to 

verify that their copies of the  bylaws are up-to-
date and complete. The most recent version of 

the Grand Lodge has a ñRevised 2003ò printed 
on the cover page. And the most recent 

Supreme Lodge Bylaws has a ñRevised August 

2007ò on the cover page.  
 

Finally, I ask that each of the new lo cal lodge 
orators send me your contact information, 

including your name, phone number, email 
address and mailing address. I intend to 

communicate directly to the local lodge orators 

on a regular basis. I think it would be beneficial 
to share insights and lessons learned from other 

local lodges. Hopefully, these communications 
will aid and assist you in your deliberations.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by:  
 

Robert Berardi 
Orator, Grand Lodge of Florida  

rberardi@cfl.rrcom 
Home Phone: 407-654-8262 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rberardi@cfl.rr.com
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RETENTION REPORT  

Dennis J. Piasio, Chair  

 
 

Do you ever ask yourself, ñWhy 
are we losing members in our 

lodge and what can I do about 

it?ò  here are some thoughts and 
questions that might answer that 

question if you put them  into 
action. 

 

Ask yourselfééééé 
¶ Do we have a Retention Committee that 

contacts members who are about to leave 
the lodge and spends time to help discus the 
problems that might exist?  

 
¶ Does anyone take the time to call members 
and ñlistenò to their complaints?  Waiting 
until they have made up their minds to leave 
is too late to find a resolution to the 
problem. 

 
¶ Does anyone take the time to call a member 

when you notice they are not attending 
meetings and/or functions?  Showing an 
interest in their well bein g and making them 
feel they are missed and a valued member 
of the lodge is important to the member.  

 
¶ Do you keep the members involved by 

having them chair a committee?  Most 
important, do you allow the member the 
freedom to chair the committee without 
much interference?  Remember, people 
willmake mistakes because of lack of 
experience, howecer, mistakes, once 
learned, will be corrected the next time 
around. 

 
¶ Do you give the Chairman of a committee 

the opportunity to make his/her report to the 
membership at a meeting?  It is important 
for those who do the work, to be able to 
report their success. 

 
¶ Is the ñold guardò of your lodge making it 

difficult for new members to bring in new 
ideas by telling them how things should be 
done and were done in the past?  We all 
know it is difficult for some to relinquish 
control of what they did in the past.  

 
¶ Does your Retention Chairman give a report 

on the status of the membership at a 
General Meeting?  If not, why not?  It is 
important for the members to know who is 
resigning and for what reasons. 

 
¶ Do you explain to prospective members, 

before they join, the difference between the 

Sons of Italy as opposed to a social club, or 
do you just sign them up for the sake of 
adding a name to your roster? 

 
¶ When was the last time you announced a 

special meeting to the membership to be 
held for the sole purpose of finding out what 
it is they expect from their administration, 
what they want most from their membership 
and what disappointments they have in 
being a member? 
 

¶ Do you mingle with new members at socials, 
parties, meetings, etc., and make them feel 
comfortable?  Every new member should be 
invited to sit at an officialôs table for at least 
one function. 

 
¶ Are your members kept informed about the 

problems in the lodge, both financial  and 
socially?  An informed member is a good 
member. 

 
¶ Do you ask your State Deputies or State 

Trustees for their input when there is a 
problem?  They are there to help you 
whenever and however they can. 

 
¶ Do you advise your members of the things 

that took p lace at the Grand Lodge Trimester 
meetings, or do you allow them to believe it 
was nothing more than a social event?  Most 

members think Trimester Meetings is time 
for fun and games.  They are not aware of 
how the time is used to benefit all lodges 
with ideas and recommendations. 

 
¶ Have you advised your members that a 

profit sharing program has been put in place 
by the Grand Lodge and they are working 
with all local lodges to share the benefits, 
and do you tell them about these programs?  
If not, why not?  

 

In closing, I think it is safe to say that if these 

ideas were incorporated in your daily lodge 

routines, retention of members would remain 
pretty consistent and our local lodges would 

benefit by having happy and informed members.  
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COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL JUST ICE  

(CSJ)  REPORT 
John DiMola, Chairman  

 

  

I'd just like first to take the 
opportunity to thank Grand 

Lodge President & friend Ed 
Mottola, Jr. for the 

appointment as Grand Lodge 
CSJ Chairman, & hope all 

had a great Easter Sunday 

with family.  I have been 
working diligently on behalf 

of our beloved heritage along with CSJ National. 
 I have visited the Daughters of Italy lodge 

#2825 in Clearwater and the Mike Accardi Lodge 

#2441 in Deltona, and needless to say I was 
warmly received and what I said was greatly  

appreciated by all.  I intend to visit more lodges 
as I swing south to rally support & respond to 

the rising tide of what I like to call "Anti -
Italianism" in our country.   So far I have 8 great 

CSJ resource people from various lodges, who 

have joined the effort, but we need more & 
everyone must participate if we are to make our 

voices heard. 
  

In Florida, our most challenging task is to 

protest the possibility of the reality series 
"Jersey Shore" relocating to South Florida.  The 

producers are hard at work scouting various 
venues to film their trash.   It appears most likely 

to end up in either Miami Beach or South 
Beach.  The Clevelander Hotel in South Beach is 

currently urging the show to be based out of 

their hotel.   The hotel GM's name is Mike Palma, 
and his e-mail is mpalma@clevelander.com.  Let 

him know how you feel by expressing our 
outrage in an e-mail.  Judith Mcgrath is the CEO 

of MTV & her e-mail is mcgrath@mtv.com.  Let 

her know our feelings as well in an e -mail. 
       

Grand Lodge President Ed Mottola & I sent 
letters to the Miami Beach City Commission 

urging the city not to approve permitting to film 

this low form of entertainment.    
  

In late Spring or early Summer,  we hope to 
have our 1st mini-conference on "Anti-

Italianism" somewhere in South Florida to 
address, plan strategy and action on the issues 

that matters the most to Italian/Americans: 

negative stereotyping in the media & 
discrimination.  I thank everyone f or their 

support, and I will continue to be an active CSJ 
Chairman for the good of The Order.  

  

  
Fraternally, 

John L. DiMola 
CSJ Chairman 

Grand Lodge of Florida 
johndim871@att.net 

772-871-6480 

 

 
 

 

FLORIDIAN ANNUAL  AD COST 

пΦтрέ · мΦрέΧΧϷ 100.00 

пΦтрέ Ȅ пέΧΧΦΦϷмр0.00 IŀƭŦ tƎΧΧΦΦϷорлΦлл 

vǳŀǊǘŜǊ tƎΧΧϷнл0.00 Cǳƭƭ tƎΧΦΧΦΦϷ450.00 

Boosters: $200.00---$100.00---$25.00---$10.00 

 

2010 GRAND LODGE MEETINGS  
  

APRIL 16, 17, 18 th  

EMBASSY SUITES TAMPAðWESTSHORE 

 

JUNE 25, 26, 27 th  

EMBASSY SUITES, BOCA RATON  

 

OCTOBER 1, 2, 3 rd  

EMBASSY SUITES, ORLANDO NORTH  

 

mailto:mpalma@clevelander.com
mailto:mcgrath@mtv.com
mailto:johndim871@att.net
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JOE DiMAGGIO  
MILDRED COOPER, Cultural Chairperson

 

This is the way that Sicilians named their sons.  The 
first boy is named for the fatherôs father, the second 
for the motherôs father.  The third son is named for 
the fatherôs oldest brother and the fourth for the 
motherôs oldest brother. 
 
So it was that on November 25, 1914 a fourth son 
was born and named Guiseppe Paolo DiMaggio, Jr.  
Guiseppe was also his fatherôs name.  The birth took 
place in Martinez, California and he was the eighth of 
nine children born to Italian immigrants. His middle 
name was in honor of his fatherôs favorite Saint, St. 
Paul.  He liked the name so much that each of his 
sons had that same middle name. 
 
Although his father hoped that his five sons would 
become fishermen, DiMaggio hated the smell of dead 
fish.  He preferred to play ball.  He would play not 
just to play -he had to win.  His father thought this 
was wasting time and baseball was ñbuono per 
nienteò (good for nothing). 
 
His schooling was less than perfect and he finally left 
when he was in high school.  Unfortunately he 
couldnôt keep a job. 
 
Other Italians used to say ñI Siciliani-si voi cambiare 
la mente, bisogna tagliare la testaò (if you want to 
change their minds, you have to cut off their heads).  
His mother, however, interceded and told his father 
her son should be left alone to find his own way and 
not as a fisherman. 
 
In 1931 when a club called the Jolly Knights formed a 
ball team, he was asked to join.  He was already six 
feet tall and everything he hit was a shot.  The team 
found a sponsor, the Rossi Olive Oil Squad.  He 
played for five or six different clubs and became a 
hitter for hire.  
 
By the age of nineteen, he was in the public view .  
His career almost ended in 1934 when he tore the 
ligaments in his left leg.  At this point DiMaggio was 
damaged goods.  Taking a chance the Yankees 
bought him for $25,000.  When his knee healed he 
became the hope of the Yankees and a possible 
replacement for Babe Ruth. 
 

His major league debut was o May 3, 1936.  In total 
he led the Yankees to nine titles in thirteen years.  His 
career statistics-batting average-.325, hits-2,211, 
home runs-361 and RBIôs-537.  He played for the 
Yankees from 1936 -1942 and 1946-1951.  He was a 
three time MVP winner and a thirteen time all star.  
He was the only player to be selected for the all star 
game in every season that he played.  His fifty -six 
game hitting streak is a record that still stands.  
 

DiMaggio met Dorothy 
Arnold, an Actress, in 
1937 and they married in 
1939.  Their son, Joseph 
Paul DiMaggio III was 
born in 1941.  She was 
beautiful and he was a 
typical Sicilian man.  She 
wanted to work and he 
wanted a stay-at-home 
wife.  He wanted her to 

dress modestly and she was flamboyant.  Their 
marriage was in trouble from the beginning.  
DiMaggio enlisted in the Air Force in February 1943 
and was discharged in September 1945.  Shortly after 
his enlistment she filed for divorce which was granted 
in 1944. 

 
He met Marilyn Monroe on a blind date.  She was so 
beautiful and so dependent he couldnôt stay away 
from her.  They had little in common.  He was an old 
world Italian, shy, conservative, and inward.  She was 
an on display movie stat who didnôt even wear 
underpants.  One thing they had in common, they 
were both idols for the nation.  They were married in 

January 1954.  It was a complex relationship-he was 
jealous and she was ambitious.  He was also violent.  
After the famous skirt blowing shoot they had a great 
battle.  She filed for divorce on grounds of mental 
cruelty just 274 days after their wedding.  When her 
marriage to Arthur Miller was ending, he reentered 
her life.  On August 1, he planned to ask her to 

remarry him, but she was found dead on August 5.  
He claimed her body and arranged the funeral.  He 
had a half dozen roses delivered three times a week 
to her crypt forever.  He never married again.     
                                              
In October of 1998, DiMaggio was admitted to the 
hospital for lung cancer surgery.  He remained in 
intensive care for ninety-nine days.  Upon his release 
he returned to Florida in January and died on March 
8, 1999.  On his deathbed and with his last breath 
DiMaggio said ñIôll finally get to see Marilynò. 
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ALZHEIMERôS  REPORT 
Vincenza DiLiberti , Chairperson  

 
I am very honored to 

have been named the 
State Alzheimerôs 

Chairperson following in 
the footsteps of a 

wonderful lady who 
held this position before 

me ï JoAnn Colonna. 

JoAnn always presented 
an informative program 

at our quarterly 
meetings and I hope to 

carry on the same tradition.  

Alzheimer's has no boundaries; it strikes across 
all racial, ethnic and cultural lines. Just like the 

rest of our bodies, our brains change as we age. 

Most of us notice some slowed thinking and 
occasional problems with remembering certain 

things. However, serious memory loss, confusion 
and other major changes in the way our minds 

work are not a normal part of aging. They may 

be a sign that brain cells are failing.  

When people think about staying fit, they 
generally think from the neck down. But the 

health of your brain plays a critical role in almost 
everything you do: thinking, feeling, 

remembering, working, and playing ï even 
sleeping. The good news is that we now know 

thereôs a lot we can do to help keep our brain 

healthier as we age. These steps might also 
reduce our risk of Alzheimerôs disease or other 

dementia. 

Stay Physically Active  - Physical exercise is 
essential for maintaining good blood flow to the 

brain as well as to encourage new brain cells. It 
also can significantly reduce the risk of heart 

attack, stroke and diabetes. 

Adopt a Brain -Healthy Diet  - Research 
suggests that high cholesterol may 
contribute to stroke and brain cell damage. A 
low fat, low cholesterol diet is advisable. And 
there is growing evidence that a diet rich in dark 
vegetables and fruits, which contain antioxidants, 

may help protect brain cells. 

Remain Socially Active  - Social activity not 
only makes physical and mental activity more 

enjoyable, it can reduce stress levels, which helps 
maintain healthy connections among brain cells. 

Stay Mentally Active  ï Watching TV may be 

enjoyable or relaxing but mentally stimulating 
activities strengthen brain cells and the 

connections between them, and may even create 
new nerve cells. Some examples include reading, 

working crossword or other puzzles; attend 

lectures and plays; garden; try memory 
exercises; even enroll in courses at your local 

adult education center. 

Staying healthy is important ï not just for 
ourselves but for our family ï especially our 

children and grandchildren.  

Stay well, 
Vincenza 

 

ANGEL I COOK BOOK  I  

Vincenza DiLiberti , Chairperson  

Since the beginning of the year sales for 

Cookbook 1 (ñPreserving Our Italian Heritageò) 

have been booming. Orders have been coming in 
from loyal customers throughout the U.S. with 

repeat orders as well as from new customers 
requesting books to be sent to friends and 

relatives.  

And to all our Florida lodges who have placed 
orders I thank you very much for your 

overwhelming response in support of Cookbook I.  

This is a cookbook that ñsells itselfò because it is 
filled with wonderfully appetizing recipes that 

bring back memories of our parents, 
grandparents, and even stories about their 

growing up in Italy.  

Gift-giving is year round and what better way to 

express your feelings than to give ñPreserving 
Our Italian Heritageò 
cookbook that will 
last a lifetime. This 

collection of fantastic, 
easy-to-make recipes 

make wonderful 

presents for any 
occasion ï family and 

friends will appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. 

At the same time 

when you purchase 
these cookbooks through your respective lodges, 
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you are supporting education through the 
scholarships the Grand Lodge offersé.. and 

youôre putting a profit in your lodge treasury.  

For all your COOKBOOK I orders, at the low cost 
of only $5/bk (24 bks in a case), plus shipping 

and handling, please contact me at (727) 447 -
6890 or by e-mail: vincenzad@verizon.net.  

Buon Appetito, 

Vincenza 
 

 
 

COOK BOOK II               
Angela Harrington, Chairperson  

 
 

We are having a special 

on, " Our Italian 

Heritage Continues 
Cookbook ",  the price 

for each case will be 
$60.00 plus shipping 

expenses.  If your lodge 
is interested in 

purchasing a case or more call Angela Harrington 

@ 954/ 360-0551 or email chan5438@bellsouth 
.net 

 

 

 

THE FLORIDIAN  
Maddie McNeal, Editor  

 

At the January meeting, Brother Mark DeNunzio 
suggested to me that I should take on the job as  

editor of The Floridian.  At first I 
thought it was a crazy idea, but 

by the time the meetings came 

to a close I decided I should 
give it a tryéafter all, I was no 

longer going to be president of 
my lodgeéwhich meant Iôd 

have plenty of time on my hands.  So here I am, 
and here it is!  I hope you enjoy the new format 

for The Floridian and seeing everything in color; 

but mostly, I hope you enjoy it as much as I have 
enjoyed putting it together for you.  

 
THANK YOU, President Ed Mottola, for allowing 

me to become the editor of the official 

publication for the Grand Lodge of Florida.  I am 
most honored and will do my best to keep 

everyone up-do-date on whatôs happening at our 
Grand Lodge.   Thank you to all the committee 

chairs and lodges that have sent in reports and 

articles.  I will see you all at the April meeting, 
this time as a roving photographer.  I expect to 

see a lot of smiles when I aim my camera your 
way.   

 
If your lodge will be holding  an event between 

the time of this publication and the next Gran d 

Lodge meeting at the end of June, please send a 
short story and photos to be included in the next 

issue.   You donôt have to wait to send it in. Just 
e-mail me at smile4maddie@embarqmail.com 

and look for your article in the next issue!   

 
Until thené  Maddie McNeal, Editor 

 

The Floridian  

 

Official Publications of the Grand Lodge of Florida  

Order Sons of Italy in America ï Published Quarterly 

 

Mailing Address: 954 Shalimar Pointe Drive,  

Shalimar, FL 32579 

 

Contributing Reporters 

State Officers, Committee Chairpersons & Lodge PR 

Chairpersons  

 

mailto:vincenzad@verizon.net
mailto:chan5438@bellsouth
mailto:smile4maddie@embarqmail.com
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2009 CALENDAR REPORT  

Bernard DiGiovanni, Chair  
 

The Calendar Program 
for 2009 comes to an 

end on January 31st 

2010.  This year our 
sales were poor 

compared to 2008. In 
2008 we sold 446 

Calendars while in 2009 
we only sold 381. 

However, we almost had 

as many winners in 2009 
as we had in 2008. Last 

year we sold 65 
calendars at $35.00. This year we only sold 32 

calendars at that price. Needless to say 2009 was 

not a good year.  

As to local Lodge participation in the program, 

last year we had 8 Lodges that sold no calendars, 

this year we had 15 Lodges that sold no 
Calendars. This year the Calendar program is 

giving back to each Lodge participating in the 
program a check for $19 for every $50.00 

Calendar sold and $13.30 for every $35.00 

Calendar sold. One of the Lodges here today will 
get a check for over $900.00 Can anyone of you 

turn your back on that kind of money? To make 
that kind of money at my Lodge it would require  

running a dinner dance with many volunteers. 
That adds up to a lot of work. How much work 

and how many volunteers does it take to sell a 

Calendar?  As a past President of a local Lodge I 
can tell you that participating in the Calendar 

program is found money.  

For those new Presidents here today: The 2010 
Calendar Program runs from Feb 2010 to Jan 31st 

2011. A Calendar has a 3-digit number in the 

lower right hand corner that is good for 365 
days. When your 3-digit number is the same as 

the evening Florida Lottery cash 3 number you 
are a winner. Printed on the Calendar each day is 

the value of the prize given. I monitor the cash 3 
numbers and send out a check with the prize 

value to the owner of the Calendar with the 

winning number. Calendars costs $50.00 and 
prizes range from $50.00 to $1,000.00. You can 

win more than once on the same number.   

The 2010 Calendars will be distributed today with 
the check that you and your membership earned 

by selling Calendars. In the Calendar envelope 

are instructions as well as information should you 
need more Calendars in the future.  

 
Now for the best part of this job, giving out 

money. If the Lodge receiving a check is not 
present and there is a Lodge here today that can 

deliver the check to the absent Lodge please 

come forward to accept the check for them. 
Thanks. I can tell you that the Calendar 

Chairperson and his wife, who represents the 
Grand Lodge of Florida has put in months of work 

in keeping tract of all that is necessary to run a 

huge program like this. I want to thank my wife 
for her support. Her assistance and input is 

priceless. Without it I would never get this 
program finished on time. So, Karen would you 

please come up and assist me in passing out 
these checks to the local Lodges.  

  

 

COOLEYôS ANEMIA  
Januar y 2010  

Karen DiGiovanni, Chair  
 

To prepare for this 

meeting and this report I 
contacted Eileen Scott, 

the Cooleyôs Anemia 
Program Coordinator for 

some update copies of 
ñThe Lifeline Newsletter.ò 

Unfortunately it has not 

been published as yet so 
she sent me a letter 

written by one of our parents, for OSIA.  Eileen 
thought you should see this beautiful Letter :  

 
 
To the members of the Order Sons of Italy in 
America  I would like to take this opportunity 
to tell you a little about my hero , Lucas.  
 
Lucas has a c hronic disease called 
Rc\g\nn`hd\. Ajjg`t~n ?i`hd\- Rc\g\nn`hd\ 
is a ra r e genetic blood disorder th at does 
not allow the blood to carry oxygen around 
the body. Lucas faces an extremely difficult 
treatment program that includes blood 
transfusion every 2 to 3 Weeks which is a 
day long process and painfully long 
treatment to fight iron toxicity caused by the 
transfusion he receives, this process is 


